Third Judicial
Review set to
launch ‘very

shortly’ over
Guana Gay

M By NEIL HARTNELL

Tribune Business Editor |

OPPONENTS of the $175 |

million Baker's Bay Golf &

Ocean Club project will “very
shortly™ launch a third Judicial :

Review application, The Tri-
bune was told yesterday, this
time challenging permits and
approvals issued to the devel-
opers by the Hope Town Dis-
trict Council,

Fred Smith, partner in Cal-
lender's & Co, and attorney

for the Save Guana Cay Reef
Association, said the group’s |

latest planned legal action

would focus on permits and :
approvals issued to the Bak- @

er's Bay developers, Discov-

ery Land Company, in Sep-

tember and October 2007, just

after their second Judicial i

Review application had been
launched.

“1 can tell you that very
shortly, because of a number
of permits approved by the
Hope Town Dastrict Council

after we had launched Gua- :

na Cay case number two, we

are about to launch a new
Judicial Review application, :
Guana Cay case number !

three,” Mr Smith said.

“The case will be specific lo

a number Of permits that we
just recently discovered were
approved in September, and
further applications that were
approved in October.”

Mr Smith added that he had
also noted the deep split in
- the Hope Town District
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the Association’s requests for
details on meetings and when
permit applications related to
Buker's Bay would come up.
An Oetober 17, 2007, letter
from Association president
Troy Adbury to the Hope Town
Dristrect Council sabd notice was
given the previous day on Gua-
nn Cay that permmit aﬁrﬁ::}li:m
by Baker's Bay would come up
ot the next council meeting.
Yet he added: "'We have not
been given o chance to review
the plans, and this notice was
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replaced with Cictober 18,

“We wish Lo have an oppor-
tunity to review the plans and
have our experts review the
plans in order 1o determine if
we have nny objections,”

Mr Albury also complained
that the developers had begun
housing and subdivision con-
struction withowt having eom-
pleted all the infrastructure o
suppart these facilities, alleging
that this was not in compliance
with Baker's Bay's subdivision

Council when it came to deal-

ing with approval and permit |
applications submitted by the |
Baker's Bay developers, with |
three council members want- |
ing to continue dealing with |
them and an equal number :
wanting writlen assurance |
from the central government ;
that it was safe to continue ;

doing so.

As a result of this split, chief
councillor Jeremy Sweeting :
was having to use his casting |
vole to gel the Baker's Bay !

permil applications through.
Mr Smith, though, said the

council had not responded to

by the developers,

Mr Albury wrote: "As with
all permit applications before
vour eouncl in reference 1o this
development, we again object
1o these permit applications or
the following reasons,

*Meoording to the subdivision
licence issued to the develop-
ers, no construction should
commence until all infrastrue-
ture for the subdivision is in
plnce. This includes sewerage
treatment plant, waler, elec-

in dispute. We will need 1o ver-
ify the owmership of the Innd._..

“We would like 1o clarify if
these houses are being built
unider duty free ooncessions and
on what basis they are being
denoted to be duty free.”

Dr Livingstone Marshall,
Baker's Bay's vice-presadem of
envifonmenli and commudtiiy
affnirs, yesterday told The Tn-
bune that when it came o the
conditions of their subdivision
approvals, they could proceed
e one of wo wiiys - wall until
all infrastruciure was in place
or oblain o performance bond
to puaraniee all the works

The developers, he added,
had chosen 1o bond all the
warks, enabling them 1o satisfy
fally the terms of their subsdivi-
sion licence and go after subse-
quent penmits,

Dy Marshall said the dével
opers had leases for all Crown
and Treasury land components
of the prcljcﬂ The only {acilities

being construcied on the Trea-
sury lnned wera those that would
serve the whole community,
such.ad the service pier, waler
|:l|a.nl. wasle wiler lreatmenl
plant and back-up power plant

Dr Marshall sdded: =Righ
now, and for the foreseeable
[uture, there has been no for
sale |'|r|1d|.1l:l'|. p..:rnullcl! an the
Crown Land or the Treasury
land. We haven't gone 1o the
Hope Town Distnet Council
anid asked for any permits on
this,”

D Marshull, thoagh, said the
Baker's Bay developers had an
option &s part of one lease to
conditionally acquire o parcel
of Crown Land, snd i was only
after this wis executed that they
might look to plice real estate
for sale on this land.

Meanwhile, when it came 160
the Association’s second judi
cinl review applicatipn, which
is challenging permits and
approvals issued to Baker's Bay

by ceniral governmenl agencies
on the basis that they were not
given through the correct chan-
nels, Mr Smith said the
Supreme Court in Freeport had
sel Thursday, November 29,
2007, as the date to hear its
applications for a “stop work®
onder to be imposed on the pro-
ject

The court will abo bear the
Asaociation’s discovery appli-
catbon that day, Mr Smilh saying
the group was hopeful the
Supreme Clourt would shorily
afterwirds hear its full judscial
review application,

“There has to be respect for
local rights. The almighty dollar
1 not Ciodd,” M Sianh sasd,

“The fact someane wanls Io
develop means they should not
e given an omnibas green lghty
particularly with Haker's Bay,
which is overwhelming and has
50 many (acets to it.”



